
 

DISCIPLE GROUP  
CURRICULUM  
C U R R I C U L U M  G U I D E   
BEST.SERMON.EVER.: WEEK 4 

May 7-10, 2020 

 

 New Leader Training | May 28 and June 1 

 Who is in your disciple group that is ready to take their next step of faith? Invite them into the 

opportunity to 
 step into leading a disciple group. Click the “Ready to Lead” button on coe22.com/disciplegroups. 
  

 Eleven22 Online | Weekend Gatherings- coe22.com/online| 

 Pastor Joby Devos –  coe22.com/pastorjobydevos. 

  
 

GROUP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

  Best.Sermon.Ever | Additional Resources & Action Steps   

  Visit coe22.com/bestsermonever. 

 

  Baptism Classes | Hosted Virtually 
  Interested in baptism or ready to take your next step? Sign up for an upcoming baptism class online 

here. 
   

  Serving Opportunities |  
  Your disciple group has the opportunity to safely bless folks in our community. Visit 
  coe22.com/localoutreach to learn about the many opportunities to serve and donate to those in 
need.    

  Find daily opportunities on Facebook - COE22 Local Outreach. 
  

 
  MEMORY VERSE:  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son that whoever believes in him  

  should not perish but have eternal life. – John 3:16 
 

THIS WEEK’S READING PLAN:  

  Monday – Matthew 5:27-32 
Tuesday – 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

Wednesday – 1 Corinthians 7 

Thursday – Romans 8:1-11 

Friday – James 1:12-15 

Saturday – Matthew 19:1-12 
 

Sent Focus - Week 16: Together, let’s continue to lift up our neighbors all over the world who are 

responding to the Corona Virus with various levels of resources and knowledge of what will come next. 
Let’s pray specifically for our missionaries and church planters who are navigating a different culture 

and seeking to serve their communities well during a time of uncertainty. Pray for hope, healing and 
opportunities for deepening conversations around the world as we all continue to believe in the 

sovereignty of God.  

http://coe22.com/disciplegroups
https://coe22.com/online
https://coe22.com/pastorjobydevos
https://coe22.com/bestsermonever
https://coe22.com/events
http://coe22.com/localoutreach


 
Church Planting Partner - Pastor Nate Schrader and family – Irag & undisclosed Middle East locations.  

 
 

 

CONNECT & CHECK-IN: 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN YOUR LIFE: (Use as needed for your group this week) 

• What is your greatest need right now as a result of the pandemic? Can we pray for you? 

• What did you learn from the anger ledger last week and how did you take action regarding it?  
 

BEST.SERMON.EVER. - WEEK 4: Lust, Divorce & Oaths 

  The Point: Marriage is a supernatural covenant (not a contract) between one man and one  

  woman ‘til death do you part, ordained by God Himself. 
 

  SERMON TEXTS: Matthew 5:27-37, 1 Corinthians 7 
 

Discussion Questions 
 (The hope is to grow in our relationship with Christ and each other. It is ok if you don’t cover every question.) 
 

DISCOVER  

Have someone read Matthew 5:27-30 and John 1:1-3. 

1. Jesus is teaching the commandments with a new authority and it is unlike anything the people have 
heard before. What allowed Him to do so and why was He taking “righteousness” to a whole new 

level? (Jesus was teaching with the authority of the One who was with God, was God and who was the 
very Word Himself. The religious leaders had reduced the law to external activities and Jesus was 

getting to the heart of the matter by giving them the intent of God’s Word.) 
 
2. How was Jesus trying to practically equip believers to turn away from the temptation of sexual sin? 

Consider the challenge of refraining from a sin without understanding the steps that lead you there. 
What is Jesus teaching us about the correlation between lust (internal heart reality) leading to adultery 

(external behavior)? (Our ability to turn away from a temptation is increased by recognizing the little 
steps that lead to the larger destructive decisions we make. By bringing the attention to what our minds 
obsess over, it helps us see how that brings about the decision to sin in our hearts. We have to be more 

mindful of what we think and how that affects how we feel, then we are more equipped to break free 
from the powerful pull of sin.) 

 
3. Jesus made it clear how we should view our options when fighting temptation. We should be willing 

to make costly decisions of denying ourselves in order to obey God. What are some modern-day 
examples of how we could deny ourselves in order to refrain from sexual sin? (If there is a temptation at 
work, we could change jobs. If there is a temptation with a neighbor, we could change 

neighborhoods. If our phones or computers are leading us to sin, we could get software that holds us 
accountable by sharing what we are viewing and saying with others.)  

 
4. We see how Jesus is saying that sexual sin cannot be “managed”, it must be killed. But doesn’t that 

also apply to other sins like bitterness, anger and the like? Whatever we let into our heart has the 
potential to rule over us. What is our best course of action when we feel in jeopardy of giving way to 
the control of a particular sin? (We must examine ourselves heart, soul, mind and strength (as we learn 

from the Shema) to see where we are at our weakest. We need to agree with God about our sin by 
confessing and repenting. We must then turn from our sin and this is done by avoiding the “corners” 

that lead us away from God’s will.) 



 
 

DEEPEN 

Now, let’s dive deeper into God’s Word and see how we might apply it to our lives. 

Have someone read Matthew 5:31-37. 

 
5. Marriage isn’t about living up to a contract. It isn’t “If you do your part, then I will do my part” but 

rather, “No matter what you do, I have to live up to my oath given at the altar”. Is your marriage more 
reflective of a contract or the covenant God intended as a representation of His love for us?  (Answers 
may vary.)    

 
6. Does your marriage or singleness put the gospel on display? If so, how? If not, how can you do this 

and where do you need to repent? (Answers may vary.)  

 

ACTION STEP 
 

Use the prayer prompts in the sermon guide to fill your week with proactive steps for strengthening 

your marriage. Consider how you can uphold your oath to love others well as a Christian and 
commit to be intentional each day this week.  

 

ONE MORE GENERATION 

 
*Parents/Guardians/Care Takers – in light of the subject matter this week, our encouragement is to 
prepare to talk with your student(s) about your marriage/journey. When sharing with students, we 
always encourage the term ‘guarded transparency’ meaning, it’s wise not to share each and every 

detail of good and bad, but at the same time sharing honestly from your experience is helpful and it 
builds trust over time. So, be guarded in what you talk about and at the same time be honest.* 

 
1.    What is ONE thing that sticks out to you about the sermon this week? Why? What is something that 

challenged you from what Pastor Joby talked about? 
 
2.    When we read Matthew 5:27-37, we see this is a lot of information and it’s heavy. Sometimes in the 

Bible, Jesus speaks in extremes. This is one of those times and in particular verses 29-30. One 
interpretation is the importance of taking extreme measures to war against sin in our lives. What do you 

think it looks like to take extreme measures against the sins we battle? What is one example?  
[Parent Resource: please visit www.coe22.com/students and click on the ‘Parent Resources’ tab under 
the video. This has a few great resources that might be helpful to you in talking about these things]. 

 
3.    Students: Ask your parent/parents/guardians/care takers: What is one thing you can pray for them 

for in regards to their marriage and relationships? Grab their hand and pray for them for that right now.  
 

4.   Parents: Take a moment and pray for a few things for your student(s) as you wrap up your time 
together. Here are a few suggestions: 
 

http://www.coe22.com/students


 
▪ Take a moment and pray specifically toward any sin struggle they have and especially in the area of 

the lust of the eyes and lust of the flesh. 

▪  

▪ Take a moment and pray the armor of God over your student [you can find this in Ephesians 6:10-18.] 

▪ Take a moment and pray for your student(s) future spouse. This will be powerful for your student(s) to 
hear you pray over them in specific ways. 
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