
DISCIPLE GROUP CURRICULUM 
CURRICULUM GUIDE 
BEST.SERMON.EVER.: WEEK 5 
May 14-17, 2020

New Leader Training | May 28 and June 1
Who is in your disciple group that is ready to take their next step of faith? Invite them into the 
opportunity of leading a disciple group. Click the “Ready to Lead” button on coe22.com/
disciplegroups 

 Eleven22 Online | Weekend Gatherings 
 coe22.com/online | Pastor Joby Devos-  coe22.com/pastorjobydevos

GROUP ANNOUNCEMENTS
Best.Sermon.Ever | Additional Resources and Action Steps  - Visit coe22.com/bestsermonever

Baptism Classes | Hosted Virtually
Interested in baptism or ready to take your next step? Sign up for an upcoming baptism class 
online here.

Serving Opportunities | 
Your disciple group has the opportunity to safely bless folks in our community. Visit 
coe22.com/localoutreach to learn about the many opportunities to serve and donate to those 
in need. Find daily opportunities on Facebook –COE22 Local Outreach

THIS WEEKʼS READING PLAN: 
Monday – Matthew 5:38-48 
Tuesday – Romans 12:9-21 
Wednesday – Luke 6:27-36 
Thursday – 1 Peter 3:8-22 
Friday – Romans 5:1-11

Sent Focus - Week 16: Together, let’s continue to lift up our neighbors all over the world who are 
responding to the Corona Virus with various levels of resources and knowledge of what will come next. 
Let’s pray specifically for our missionaries and church planters who are navigating a different culture, 
seeking to serve their communities well dur-ing a time of uncertainty. Pray for hope, healing and 
opportunities for deepening conversations around the world as we all continue to believe in the 
sovereignty of God. 
Missionary Partner – Spencer Boulter – 6:8 Ministries – Costa Rica

MEMORY VERSE:  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. – John 3:16
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CONNECT AND CHECK-IN:
WHAT’S HAPPENING IN YOUR LIFE: (Use as needed for your group this week)

•Are you using the Best.Sermon.Ever journal throughout the week? What about the additional resources
page coe22.com/bestsermonever?
•What are some wins you had this week? Let’s celebrate small steps as they occur.

BEST.SERMON.EVER. - WEEK 5: Blind and Toothless

THE POINT: The reason that we are to love our enemies is because when we were enemies of God, He first 

loved us. 

“but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” – Romans 5:8

SERMON TEXTS: Matthew 5:38-48

Discussion Questions
 (The goal is to grow in our relationship with Christ and each other. It is ok if you don’t cover every 
question.)

DISCOVER 

1. Let’s recap weeks 1- 4 of Best.Sermon.Ever. What have you learned through Jesus’s Sermon on the Mount
so far? (Allow for plenty of space for everyone to answer, as the answers may vary. Key points: Beatitudes, 
NOT 8 blessings, but actually the order of salvation and a change of lifestyle. Salt and Light, the gospel’s 
effect on us should affect the world we live in. Jesus came to fulfill the Law by being the “Word”, everything 
God wants to say to the world in a person. Jesus came to deconstruct the list of external do’s and don’ts, only 
to reconstruct at a deeper, inter-nal heart level.)

Have someone read Matthew 5:38-42 and Leviticus 24:20.

2. Jesus deconstructs the Levitical law, “an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” This was meant to limit the
punishment one would inflict in retaliation. How does Jesus emphasize the spirit behind the law and encourage
His people to think and respond differently than retaliation? (Jesus is saying, “have a kingdom mind-set”, by 
giving us a glimpse of what His kingdom is really like. We don’t have to defend ourselves because God is our 
refuge and defense. He is expounding on the teachings His people have heard up until this point, showing it is 
more about our heart position, than what we may deem as just. Jesus is elevating the morality of a new 
people.)

3. How does this challenge the way you view conflict and/or respond to being dishonored? (Our natural ten-
dency can be to get even when someone wrongs us. This does not mean there isn’t justice for the wrongs of the 
world but that our individual conduct should not seek revenge. Jesus does not want our relationships to become 
battle-grounds…..blind and toothless.)

4. Pastor Joby uses the example in Les Mis to show what grace looks like. Where has grace changed the
trajectory of your day, week, month or even life? (Share as you feel led. Could be a time to encourage people 
to share their testimonies.) 
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DEEPEN
Now, let’s dive deeper into God’s Word and see how we might apply it to our lives.

Have someone read Matthew 5:43-48.

5. Jesus corrects a teaching the Israelites would have often heard, “to hate their enemy.” Instead, Jesus says 
they should love their enemy and pray for those who persecute them. Why does Jesus want us to love our 
enemy? How are we to live this out? (Every person is made in the image of God (Imago Dei) and 
specifically created by God. To love others, even our enemies, is to love like God loves. He does not 
discriminate in His love for us, for Jesus died for all. So, we should love all we come in contact with no 
matter their race, their political affiliations, their religion or even if we seem to have nothing in common. 
That should be what sets Christians apart.) 

6. An enemy is defined as someone actively opposed or hostile to someone or something. Are there people 
in your life who feel like enemies? Or people you wouldn’t categorize that way, but you treat them like an 
enemy through being hostile, combative or acting like they don’t exist? (Share as you feel led.) 

ACTION STEP

Spend a couple minutes to complete the action step found on page 23 of the Best.Sermon.Ever journal. 
Write down the name of your “enemy.” Commit to pray for (not about) that person, every day, this week.
*Share names around your group with no stories or details, just a first/last name or initials, so everyone can 
pray for you as you pray for that person and also for wisdom for next steps in reconciliation. 

ONE MORE GENERATION
Eleven22 Student Curriculum, that may also be useful for family devotional times.

1.What sticks out to you from today’s sermon?
2.Why is it so hard to choose NOT to defend yourself when someone insults or dishonors you                       
in a public way? Can you share an example?
3.Who would you consider an enemy and/or who do you need to forgive? Who do you need                    
to pray for?
4.What does it mean to show someone grace? How can you practically go above and beyond like the 
Sermon on the Mount talks about in order to show these people love and grace this week?
5.End your time together by praying for the people the Lord brings to mind. It’s REALLY difficult to be mad 
at people you are choosing to pray specifically for.
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