
STORY POINT 
Salvation comes only through faith in Jesus. 

BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER 
What is the Bible about?  

The Bible is the story of God’s plan to save people through Jesus. 

DISCIPLESHIP JOURNEY 
Loves all people. 

FAMILY MEMORY VERSE 
“And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 

Acts 4:12 

PARENT GUIDE  
MAY 6-9 

THE JERUSALEM COUNCIL 
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BIBLE STORY 
**Read the Bible Story during “Time to Worship” on page 3! 

The Jerusalem Council 
Acts 15  

Paul and Barnabas had been sharing the gospel with many people—
including Gentiles. But some people in the church began to teach that 
the Gentiles could not be saved unless they first followed some of the 

same rules the Jews followed.  

Paul and Barnabas disagreed, and the church leaders decided to meet 
in Jerusalem to talk about whether or not the Gentiles needed to obey 

the law of Moses. After a long discussion, Peter stood up and said to the 
group, “Brothers, God chose me to tell the good news to the Gentiles. 

They heard the good news, and they believed. God accepted them and 
gave them the Holy Spirit, just as He did for us. 

 “Why are you trying to make salvation harder for them? We know that 
we cannot obey God’s laws perfectly. No, we believe that the Jews and 
Gentiles are saved in the same way—by the grace of the Lord Jesus.”  

Everyone in the group was quiet as Paul and Barnabas told them about 
all the things God had done through them when they were with the 
Gentiles. Then another apostle, James, spoke up. He pointed out that 

the words of the prophets showed that God wanted to save both Jews 
and Gentiles.  

“I think we should not cause trouble for the Gentiles who have trusted 
in Jesus. Instead, let’s write them a letter telling them the things they 

should not do.”  

So the church leaders wrote a letter to the Gentile believers explaining 
some things they should not do now that they were believers.  

The leaders chose Judas and Silas to go to Antioch with Paul and 
Barnabas to deliver the letter. The believers in Antioch were 

encouraged by the letter. Judas and Silas stayed with them for a while, 
and then they went home. Paul and Barnabas stayed in Antioch where 

they taught believers and told other people the good news about 
Jesus. 

Christ Connection: The church leaders met in Jerusalem to answer a 
tough question: Can a person be saved by faith alone or is something 
more needed? The early church agreed that because of Jesus’ death 

and resurrection, He alone is all we need to be saved. 
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GAME TIME 
Pray for My #ONEMORE Activity 

Give each of your kids a note-card or piece of paper for them to decorate. 
Explain to them that they can give this invitation to their one more to invite 
them to come to church with them! Pray with your group that they would 

have boldness as they give their one more the invitation.  

FAMILY MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY 
Create Motions 

Take some time to create hand motions for Acts 4:12 as a family. Practice the 
motions several times together as you review the verse. 

GAME TIME 
All We Need 

Distribute pencils and paper to your kids. Challenge them to draw any picture 
of their choosing by putting the pencil on the paper and then drawing a 
picture without ever picking up their pencil. After everyone has drawn a 

picture, hold your pictures up and challenge the rest of your family to guess 
what was drawn!   

SAY • Great job! You were able to create a picture with only one line. That 
was all you needed to make a great picture! Today, we are going to learn 

about a time when church leaders met together to discuss what is needed 
for salvation. Was one thing needed or more than one?  

.TIME TO WORSHIP 
Go to the Eleven22 Kids YouTube playlist by clicking HERE to worship! 

WORSHIP 
Worship Song 1: Oh Happy Day   

Worship Song 2: Your Love Awakens Me 

BIBLE STORY 
*Found on page 2

WORSHIP 
Response Song: This is Amazing Grace 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChS8lyRqj_D8WIKN7JVxbLw/playlists
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MISSIONARY HIGHLIGHT: 
Faith and Borad 

Faith and Borad serve in a country called Kenya in Africa!  They were trained 
as missionaries at Okoa Refuge and work hard to bring the Good News of 

Jesus to rural communities.  We can pray for Faith and Borad by asking God 
to protect their family, to keep them safe and healthy and for many to learn 

about Jesus through them! 

FAMILY DISCUSSION 
Discuss the following: 

Grab Your Bible: Help your kids find Acts 15. Remind your kids that Acts is a 
part of the New Testament History division of the Bible and Luke wrote Acts. 

Discipleship Journey Connection: Referencing the Discipleship Journey 
triangle (found by clicking HERE), discuss the following: We share the love of 
Jesus and tell others about Him because we want all people to hear the 
good news. 

• How do we share the love of Jesus through serving?
• How do you share about Jesus through the way you live your life?

Pray for My #ONEMORE: Ask your kids how praying for their one more has 
been this week. Take time to ask your kids the name of their one more and 
pray for them by name.  

Names of God: Read Galatians 4:6 to your kids.  Explain to your kids that 
regardless of what their family is like, God is a perfect father that we can look 
to. As our Father, he loves us unconditionally and we can bring all things to 
Him. The word “Abba” is an endearing Aramaic name for God. He adopts us 
into His family as sons and daughters!  

Review Questions: Ask your kids the following questions and allow time for 
kids to respond and discuss. 

• Whom did Paul and Barnabas meet with to talk about what was
true? They met with other church leaders, which included the apostles
and elders; Acts 15:6.

• How are people saved from sin? We are saved by grace through faith
in Jesus; Acts 15:9-11.

• Why is it important to obey God if obedience doesn’t save us?
Remind your kids that obedience is a sign of our love for God. Help
them to see that Jesus came on a rescue mission for us because of His
love for us. When we have faith, the Holy Spirit changes us so that we
want to obey God and show Him our love.

https://coe22.com/resources
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Prayer: Spend time intentionally praying with your kids. Below are a few 
options you can use during prayer. 

• Take some time to pray over your kids. Pray that they would go
deeper in their relationship with Jesus and praise God for sending
Jesus on a rescue mission so that we could have a relationship with
Him.

• Give your kids a piece of paper to write down why they are thankful
for God! They can also draw a picture!




